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By Manya Gordon Strunsky
USSIA will ‘be “the invisible
¥ guest” at the disarmament
R confersnce In Washington.
Every astatement will be
aware of her powerful grip. Allied
policy toward Rusafa has been before
the footlights of world history since
the overthrow of the autocracy of
Nicholas II in 1917. It has been a
hage spectacle, varisd both in atmos-
rhere and action; eomprising naval and
military operations, conferences, con-
versations, missions, commissions and
all the other elementa that go {nto the
making of a successful iInternational
show,

these four years of serions preceecn-
paticn with Russia have the Allied
statesmen succeeded in retaining for
any considerable period the good will
or confidence of the thinking publie.
A graph of the publie’s remctions
toward the different phasea of the En-
tente Russian poliey would hava the
appearance of & very erratic fever
For example: the Allied prom-

concerning the restatement of peace
terms, whipped up Liberal hopes to ths
point of delirfum. But Mr. Bonar Law's
declaration in Parliament soon after
that the Entente intended to do mnoth-
ing of the sort brought a rise in tem-
perature among Conservatives and a
corresponding drop in the opposing
camp. And so the fluctuations have
continued up to the time of writing,
without the slightest indication of
progress.

Discontent with Entents statesman-
ship upon this score is gemeral. But
publie opinion iz mistaken in its im-
pression that the Ententes handling of
the Russian situation has bean slipshod
und unintelligent, The error has been
a serious one,

Inability to comprehend the objective
of Allied statesmanship removed the
check that intelligent public opinion in
the United States and the masaociate
nations might have exercisad, We are
nol over-suspicious of mere stupidity.
Nevertheless, the situation made it
possibie, as we sghall ses, for Mr. Lloyd
Georpe and other stateamen to make
use of this avowed confusion of the
public mind to shift from side to side
enid so obseure the real object which
remained constant. ;

Public Mind Confused
As to Policy Toward Enssia

Thia is mot meant as a refloction]
upon Allied statesmanship. The En-
tente did not purposely set out to com-
fuze the public as to its attitude to-
ward Russia. But the public eye was
focused upon the Interests of the Rus-
sian peopls and for that reasom lost
touch from the very beginning with the
objective of Entents statesmanship,
which was inspired by individual na-
tiongl interest rather than by good will
toward Russia.

In this senss even when an Allied
statesman made a stand for Rusala,
the ultimate purpose was selfish—
though justifiably selfish.

This explains the diference batween
Clemenceay and Lloyd Georgs In early
1918, whery Germany held out 'the
temptation of a mutually advantageous
peace—at the expense of Ruagia. Lloyd
Geéorge was inclined to give ear. Clem-
enceau said “No.” The British states-
man wes thinking of the British Em-
pire, her commeree, her Indian posses-
sions and how desirable a weak Rus-
sia might be. But France held the at-
tention of Clemenceau. His unwilling-
neas to accept the German offer cannot
be aseribed to his love for Russia, but
rather to French hate of Germany. A
weak Russia meant a stronger Ger-
many, the wery avil that bleeding
France was bent upon destroying., Mr,
Waller. Lippman, who cannet be ac-
cusad of an ardent admiration for M.
Clemenceau’s policies, has assured his
readers that the Premier’s position at
that time in regard to Russis makes
him a great historie figure. However,
the fact that M. Clemencean was only
serving the best interests of Framnce,
and by mo doing benefited humanity,
does not lessen the significance of his
motives. His policy was a logical con-
tinuation of Franco-Russian relations
antedating the World War. An ele-

mentary knowledge of the Franco-Rus-
sian alliance should not only clarify
this eritical period in the history of
the war, but should likowisze explain
the subsequent attituds of France.

The defeat of France in 1370 and
the establishment of the third republic
wers direct!ly responsible for tha
Franco-Russian alliance. Republican
France, unhappy becanss of her pre-
earious internal c¢ondition snd dis-
tracted by fear of further German
aggression, sought protection in an
alliance with autocratic Ruossia, Alex-
ander III was no less conscious of the
rising German power and consequently
welcomed the union with France., The
need of protection against German
aggression was the same for France
and Russia but their methods differed
vastly. The alllance concluded, France
retired to the position of the aijlent
partner. Bestowing on her amutocratic-

‘ally the freedom of her purse she left

him to his own devicea. Reaction was
rampant in Russia, but republican
Franos saw it ned Bhe was too pre-
occupled with her own anxleties to
sympathize with the Russian peopls as
againat the Russisn government. She

thought it needful to humor her pro-
tector or &t least not to Irritate him.

To this polley France adhered during

the entire period of her alliance with

And those who would tike her

e oq Ahe other of them.”

Rum

s Novertheless, the audience re-!
maing displensed. At no tima during

Power of Republic, Though Silent,
- Will Be Felt in the Deliberations

Russian Policy of Allies, Particularly French, Will Have Important Bearing
Upon Future History of Europe; Reaction in Country if Bolsheviki
Are Overthrown Will Depend Upon Present Attitude of Nations

Even this overbold deed, which seemad
to menace her national existence, did
not rouso France to actlon. Having ae-
cepted the position of the weaker part-
ner, hers was not to reason why.

This attitude {s important because
it will help to an underatanding of
French psyehology concorning her pres-
ent relations with Poland. Her status
has changed, to be sure, alse her atti-
tude. She hes come out of the World
War victorious. But she cannot expect
as much sympathy for her chosen asso-
ciates as for herself. Nor can she any
longer escape responsibility for the
follies they are permitted to perpetrate
in the name -of a buffer etate. Yo,
whether or mnot one approves {he
French attitude toward Russia during
the last thres years, it isswell to re-
member that victory has not vemoved
the shadow of fear from her. Because
of the fear France, as she contemplated
Russia in the grasp of the Soviet au-
tocracy with no sign of relief, finally
vielded to the idea of the “sanitary
cordon.” So long as France was ex-
pecting succor from a union with Rua-
sia, she held out for a united Rusaia,
Once she sbandoned the idea of part-
nership with Russia and put her truat
in Poland this ceased to be a necessity.
On the contrary, she saw at once that
her new alliance would be meaningless
in the presence of a united Russia.
The moment France put her faith in
a comparatively weak Poland, she auto-
matically assented to the disintegra-
tion of Russia;for the aggrandizement
of Poland, Having taken the leap the
rest was quite simple. It must have
become commonplace to every French-
man that the Polish buffer state would
be built on sand s0 soon as a powerful
Russian blast was permitted to strike
it. At the present moment France be-
lieves that eha can bridle the northern
wind, or, rather, that Poland can do it
for her.

Thua in her overpowering anxiety
to safeguard her national interesta
against Germany France las added
Ruszia to her antagonists. True to
precedent, having made her choica of
an ally, she has consented to full ac-
quiescence. This "would explain the
entirs attitude of Poland and her first
peace terms to Rugszia, which were in
direct opposition to the declsions of
the peace conference.

Poland, not satisfled with ‘damnndlng

nlne Russisn provinces in addition to

the territory she had received from the
peace conference, further demanded
that Russia “indemnify Poland for the
devastation of lands and industiries
caused by the overunning of Poland by
the Russian armies since 1914.” That
is to say, Russia was to pay for the
privilege of having helped to maka the
to task for not using her influence on
behalf of & more liberal system in Rus-
fis muat remember that so formidable
was her fear that she not even dard
to protest againat the flirtations which
the Russian autocrarcy carried on with |
the very enemy against whose aggres-
sions Bussia was pledged to protect
France. Nicholas II's friendahip with
Willlam IT went as far as the Potadam
Agreement (1910), wherein thes two
monarchs were pledged “not to belong
to any combination of powers formed
Polish nation possible,

Queatlons Entente Pollcy
If Red Rule Is Overthrown

Consider the folly of the unconselon-
able favoring of Poland or any other
government at the expense of Russia.
This would only be s short-sighted sur-
render to an immediate aim., It is ap-
parent to all thinking men that Russia
cannot ramain in the grip of Bolshevik
rule much longer. She must.and will
throw off the monster that is the
cause of her present mizery and humil-
iation. Under these conditions what
would be the result of any concessions
that the Soviet government might be
compelled to make? Assume that in
order to retain power a bit longer
Lenine would accept any terms. Will
it not becomse obligatory on the Fn-
tente powers te maintain the Soviet
oligarchy in power, so that they might
retain the adyantago of the sinister
peaca? Tt cannot escape Allied states-
men that in the event of a change of
government in Russia that government
cannot respect the agrements—suicidal
for Russia—that the Bolsheviki may
enter into. What will be the Entente
attitude then? Are the Allies Ppreparad
to force upon the Russian nation s Bol-
shevik-made posce?

Entente policy towsrd Russis has
been shaped by Franes snd England.
The sitltude of France, as wa have
seen, although guided by purely na-
tional interests, is on the whole obvi-
ous—above board. Always mindfal of
her peculiar geographical position and
her peculiar danger, France held ,out
for a unfted Russia until she becams
convinced of Russia’s complets eol-
lapse and her Inability to serve France.
Then ghe accepted the slternative, the
disintegration of Russia and the BgZ-
grandizement of Poland, Bo that
French policy has not been so vacil-
lating or so confused as we usually
asserl,

The British position is a great deal
mora complicated. England’s depend-
ence upon Russin was obviously not
so close. Notwithstanding M. Miller-
and’s assertion that “when Paris ia in
danger, London is not safe,” England is
not overafraid. Mr. Lloyd George must
be aware that the first city to be in
denger will be Paris. England, being
much more secure, could take mora
time for refleetion. She could avoid
sharp transitions such as France un-
donbtedly made whensghe decided upon
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manipulated his policy with great skill.
He has been in turn, and at the right
time, the friend of the intervention-
ists, in favor of the blockade, againat
intervention, for the remowval of the
blockade, and for peace with the Soviet
government, And, amazing though it
may seem, the Premier has used the
various’ groups of sentiment so judi-
ciously that emch in turn has claimed
him as its friend. He has chosen his
position so well and has reared his
diplomntic edifica With s0 much art-
fulness that even at this late hour the
public is unable to grasp the purport
of his poliey toward Russia,

But here again it must be stated that
the fault does not lie with Mr. Lloyd |
George, but rather with the pu‘b‘lic.'
Undernenth the changes in tactics there
hus been a simple strategy. If, in

|nrdc=r to understaud the British objec-

tive, wo sere to turn from Esthonia, |
Latvia and TPoland, ete, where British
intergsts are commercinl only, to her
Agiatic empire, we would most likely
arrive at a clearer understanding of
the issue. The pro-Soviet “Manchester
Guardian” objects to a united Russin,
because of ita proximity to India and
the conseguent anxieties and expamli-l
tures. Upon the point of safeguard-
ing the British Indian possessions Mr.‘
Lloyd George is of one mind with “The |
Manchester Guardian.”

Poland and the Baltic cordon have |
still to prove that they ¢an keep Paris'
from harm., But they have already |
proved themselves an instrumentality
for mischief in Russia. If one were
to define the resulta of the anti-Suvieti
barrier policy it would run something |
like this: A number of small national-
ities, some of them torn out of the very
heart of Russis, are dominated by an
ambitious and sggressive Poland, in-
dependent only in their freedom to
wrangle with one another and coerce
Russia, The result of foreign coercion
in Russia cannot be other than to re-
duce siill further, if that is posasible,
tha wvitality of the Russian people. A
Russia continuoualy in turmoil will
have no time for internal reconstruec-
tion. Neor will the Slay people be in &
position to gather sufficient strength
for the gverthrow of the Soviet regime
and the establishment of a democratic
government.,

Believes Allies Prefer
Turmoil in Russia at Present

What is mors, as the struggle among
the Allied nations for industrial su-
premacy develops the Entents would
rather not have a constructive, effi-
cient government in Russia. If Russin
and the border states can be kept in a
turmoil the Allies will be by that much
ghead in the race for reconstruction.
Thua France and England are of the
same mind concerning their attitude
toward Russia, but Mr. Lloyd Georgs
had the skill to steer his course so as
to conciliate the diversa elements of
public opinion in his country. His
methods were out of necsasity #ome-
what erratic, but the end was quita
the same—a Russia reducad to “harm-
lesaness.”

Internal condltlons améng the En-
tente nations make a firm stand against
Bolsheviem as & general prineiple im-
perative. As far as Russia was con-
cerned intervention and the blockade
were of no avail againat the Bolshe-
vists, On the contrary, they were even
more effectnal than the Red Guard in
keeping Lenine in power. But inter-
vention and blockade mgainst Lenine
wera n moral demonstration againat
“revolution'” at home. That is why Al-
lied intentions went just far enough to
symbolize a general abhorrence of Bol-
shevism, but never far enough to help
the Russian people effectively against
ita Bolshevist rulers,

Lloyd George never tired of assert-
ing that England must not abandon
“friends” in Russia. But the Entente
statesmen were careful not to embar-
rass their friends with teo much aid.
This in a great measura aceounts for
the frequent fluctuations in ths mili-
tary fortunes of Kolchak and Denikine.
They invariably exhausted the supply
of Entente help when they were at the
point of succeeding. The success of
these generals would not have meant
anything to the Russian people in the
way of freedom, yet for a time the
Entente considered afliliation with
them expadient—up to a certain point.

It must be admitted that as a demon-
stration to the people at homea of the
governments® hostility toward RBol-
shevism intervention in Russia was not
effective. But in Ruasia proper it was
the cause of untold misery. The only
ones who derived actual profit from
Allied Intervention were the Bolshe-
viki. It gave them a remson for con-
scription, it consolidated their forces
and made it possible for them to shift
reaponsibility for their work of eco-
nomio ruin and their tyrannous meth-
nds by attributing the cause to inter-
vention. Allied intervention helped
more to entrench the Bolsheviki in
Russia than anything else, with the
probable exception of ths blockade.

Whatever aid to tha Russian people
the Entente statesmen intended by way
of intervention, the sbsurdity of the
blockade must have been apparent to
the ‘Allied leaders. But home econdi-
tions among the Allied zations eslled
for decisive mection. In the mind
of the man in the strest the blockade
|,wm; associated with the effact it had
had in crippling German milltarizm,
Anxious to plocate the man in the
street, the Allied statesmon made useé
of tha blockads against Russia, know-
ing quite well that the public was too
ignorant of Russian affairs to grasp
the vast difference bstwean. the cqlidi-

a break with Russia: $%r. Lloyd George

tions of food supply in Germany %ad

r

Japan’s Rockefeller

Viscount Shibusawa

Russia. Germany at the summit of
her supremaey on the Continent, be-
fore the World War, was unable to
fead herself without supplies from
abroad. She used*to import annually
from Russia alone vast quantities of
cereals, egga and three-quarters of the
butter she consumend, whereas Rusaia
never imported foodstuffs,’ On the
contrary, she was the reservoir for the
requiremients of Eurcpe.

Rusla's Export Reports
Showed Vast Resources

A mere glance at Russiu’s export
trade prior to the war will demonstrate
even more concrately the impossibility
of starving Russia by means of a
blockade. Before the war Russia sup-
plied three-fourths of the export
wheat of Europe. Besides meeting her
home neecds ghe exported huge guanti-
tiem of sugar. In the cultivation of
livestock she surpassed every country
in Eurepe, supplying half the horses of
the Continent. Russia led all other na-
tions in the cultivation of cattle and
was inferior only to Germany in tha
number of hogs. Russia produced the
greatest quantity of wool next to
England. She used to supply four-
fifths of the coal and pig iron she con-
sumed, 652 per cent of the agricult-
ural machinery and implements and
nearly all the steel; and, what is even
more gtriking, her railroads were sup-
plied with homemade rails. The block-
ade is not responsible for the condi-
tion of the railroads under Soviet rule
but rather Lenine's need of war mate-
rials, The munition factories consume
the supply of materials which would
otherwize aid in malntaining the rail-
roada, Russia's lack of cotton is like-
wicge attributed to tha blockade. In
1014 her cotton output, evclusive of
Russian Turkestan, was surpassed only
by the United States and England. Be-
sides exporting to Asia and Rumania,
she had nesrly enough for her own na-
tional needs. Contrary to the declara-
tions of our would-be authorities,
Russia offers no market for foreign
cotton excepting the very fine fabrics.
When the peasant speaks of cotton he
means his own home produet.

In view of these facts it ia quite
clear that the blockade is not responsi-
ble for starvation in Russia To be
gure, the blockade might have been in-
strumental in keeping machinery, coal
and woolens from Russia. These are
the commodities she mest needs. But
a8 a result of the war Europe had
neither cosl nor woolens and, until very
recently, no machinery to export. What
is more, had the BoWheviki not suc-
ceeded in demoralizing the Russian
mines along with the rest of her in-
dustrfes, Russia would have had more
coal than the Allies. The cause of Rus-
sian starvation is neither the blockade
nor yet the ruined condition of her
railroands. It is the result of the war
and three yeara of Bolshevik rule, The
bad condition of the railroads is not
the core of the difficulty. The roads
are indeed in & deplorable condition.
But one must be ecareful not to judge
them by European or Amerfcan stan-
dards. At any rats, the Soviet govern-
ment seems to find enongh cars and
rails for the use of the army. The
trouble 18 not, therefore, lack of trans-
portation faellities, but the use they
ars put to.

But aven if Russia had the necesrary
transportation facilitfes her people
still would be starving, for the eimple
reason that there is & shortags of food
in Boviet Russia. Russian sgricultural
production has besn reduced to s min-
imum. The antagonistic attitude of
the peasants toward the Bolsheviki is
only in & measure responsible for this
condition. The peasants have no eon-
fidence in the Bolsheviki. The peasants
who seized the rich land owners’ land
are in doubt az to their right of own-
ership. Certain that the Constituent
Assembly would have mada tha owner-
ship of their land\ legal, they blame
the Bolsheviki for this condition. The
destruction of the mar s another
eauss of peasant discontent. Under
the reginme of Nicholas IT svery villags
or mir owned its agrienltural machin-
ery. The peasant was too’ poor to buy
his) own implements. If thiz was an
economie fact in 1814 it becams even
more the cass after the Bolsheviki got
into power.

At first the peasants . kept up. the

standard of production as best they
could, but hid their crops. Whereupon
the Soviet authorities established their

system of espionage through the go-
called committees of the poor, and the
policy of forced requisition of food.
Realizing that their crops would be
token from them, the peasants ceased
to produce any more than was neces-
sary to meet thelr personal needs. The
Bolsheviki soon discovered their pre-
dicament, In June, 1919, Lenina told
the Soviet Congress in Moacow' that
it was necessary to make peacs with
the peasants, and abolish the commit-
tees of the poor. They were abolished,
but it was too late, The destruction of
the mir and the organizations of the
masses and the 'consequent peasant
opposition to Bolshevik rula are the
real cause of starvation in Russis,
But whatever the cause, one thing is
obvious: It cannot be trus that Russia
is sterving and is at the same time
abls to meet the shortags of food in
western Europe.

Then why, it will be asked, have the
Allied statesmen until very recently
used Russia's mythical stores of pro-
vision az an arguoment for the lifting
of the blockade? Because the En-
tente statesmen c¢ould mnot explain to
their constituents that the real reason
for the blockade—the danger of a Bol-
shevik epidemic in Europe—had dis-
appeared, and that the Allied nations
were getting ready for the revival of
commerce, The continuance of the
blockade wanr fast becoming an ahsurd-
ity, it was beginning to affect their
own interests. Thay are by thia time
conyinced that the Soviet autocracy
has derived aid and comfort from the
blockade, inasmuch as it has been in-
strumental in beguiling the Russian
people and diverting its attention from
the 7yeal issue—Bolshevik incompe-
tence. Finding that under present
condltions the lifting of the blockade
would serve their own national inter-
ests and aid the people of Russia in
its struggle with Bolshevism, the En-
tente stateamen have decided upon its
removal. But in order to satisfy pub-
lic opinion, which might interpret the
move as a concession to Holsheavism,
Allied statesmanship had so long as it
wag possible concealed the issue by
bringing forward the world’s need of
Russia’s supplies. Hence the much
advertised quantities of food in stary-
ing Russia.

But whatever dictated the wvarious
changes in Entents policy toward
Rusaia hitherto present conditions de-
mand a definite and honest position.
This is the crucial moment when the
Allied gtatesmen have it in their
power to make either a friend or
enemy of the Russian people, To sat-
isfy any nation's ambitions by con-
ceding the general scheme for the
dismemberment of Russia might be
profitable as an immediate expedient,
but it will not elicit the good will
of the Russian people. Tha disinte-
gration of Russie, even if it were pos-
sibla of hecomplishment, would be at-
tended by very serious dangers to the
peace of Europe, For it is one thing
to tear a nation apart and quite an-
other to keep it apart, The history of
Poland itself proves the futility of
such undertakiog, If Poland, after
centuries of obliteration, could rise
again what possibility is there of de-
stroying a nstlon like Ruszia? “The
Russian eoil {s made for unity; nowhere
do we find so vast an area so thor-
oughly homogeneous,” This was the
judgment of Leroy Beaulieu a genera-
tion ago. The truth of Leroy Beau-
lieu's observation must be apparent to
every one with a knowledge of Russian
conditions. Russis is homogeneous,
and if divided can only be Lept apart
by continuous turmoil such as rends
her now.

It is inconceivable that the Entente
nations should desire to prolong the
present misery in Russia. For the
eake of peace of Europs and the En-
tente’'s own good the Allies must re-
tain the friendship of the Russian na-
tion and not force an allianes between
Russia and Germany and possibly
Jupan. Aladdin's lamp {s at present in
the possession of Allied statesmanship
in Washington and they can wish for
either a united, democratic, friendly
Russia or make of ‘the instrument
for future wars and®mtold migery.

and to World,

By Edward Marshall
APAN'S grsnd old man of busl-
J ness is the distinguished Vlis-
count Shibusawe.
Among the werlthy people of
Japan and one of her most careful
studenta of Industrial and political
problems, he spoke to me to-day, ap-
parently, with sbsolute frankness in
his apartment st one of New York's
great hotele, declaring without the
slighteat hesitation that war hetween
tha United States and Japan {s as “un-
thinkabie” am the President has said
he holds war between Britain and
America to be.
He is in the United States
officially as a delegate to the Confer-

not

| ence on the Limitation of Armament,
,l hut certainly as an observer whose re-
Ipnrts to his homs government and
!mora especially to the people of his
inatian will be of the utmost Impor-
tance,

The apartment in which we talked
had been painfully American when he
moved into the muite of which it is the
drawing room—bare, coldly decorated.

But the love of all Japanese for

flowers evidently is strong in the heart
of this kindly faced, intelligent old
man, and everywhere were blossoms,
They made the poom a bower. Nine
growing, flowering plants stood on
tables, the mantel shelf and floor, and
in addition there were Hplf a dozen
vases of cut flowers,

The viscount is unassuming in his
manner and entirely conventional in
dress, wearing a black frock cost, a
white, low turned-down collar and black
bow tie, with ends carefully tucked
under.

His face is that of & man who has
lived carefully for many years with-
out even minor pelf-indulgence. It is
not particularly characteristic of his
race. Indeed, study of it made me
think that had it not been for the
typical though wholly straight eyes it
never would have suggested to me his
Japanese nativity.

Viscount Insists That
He Is Not a Statesman

“Y am not, you must understand,”
the viscount said to me, smilingly, “a
statesmen. I am a business man and
banker, but retired seven years ago,
and I am endeavoring to make the years
of my retirement useful, not only to
my own country but to the world.

#1¢ I could make them useful to the
United States, the nation which, as all
Japaness are shown by their histories,
has been a great snd daring leader of
thought and originator of democraey,
I should be very glad Indeed.

“For six years I have been without
any special business and during those
six years I have becomse particularly
interasted in the relationships be-
tween my country and America.

“Probgbly I ehall not attend in
Washington during the entire length
of the conference. But I shall try
while I am in the United States to
gather information which will ba valu-
abls to my country and my country-
men when I return to my home.

“The situation, I truly feel, ia a
tragic one. The former relntionships
batween Japan and the United States
were beautiful. The present relation-
ships, tinged as they aArs with doubt
and distrust on both sides, ara deplor-
able.

“What has brooght this about?

“T believe the fault lies with both
countries. Neither c¢an be blamed
golely.

“The hopeful thing 1s that, you may
be certain, the Jepanese stand ready
to remedy all the faults on their part,
to correct all past mistakes.

“I do not speak for my government,
but I can speak for the heart of the
Japaness people. They are mors than
anxious to correct sll their past mis-
takes.

“You nota that I accept, for Japan,
the commission of grave faultse. It is
not impossible that Americans slso
have fallen into some slicht errors of
procedurs and interpretation.

“It is & comfort to me to reflect that
in America, as'in Japan, exists an in-
tellectual group determined to bend
every effort toward the correction of
all misunderatandings of thia sort.

“If we could bot make these two
gmall groups large ones, in other
words, if we could get all or a majority
of the intellectual people in both coun-
tries to study the great problem which
has risen, 1 am convinced that within
a timo extremely short, we would find
that there is no problem, actually, in
existence, or, at least, that there is
nione which might not easily be sclved.
Influences Are at Work to
Btraln Natlions® Relstions

“Certain influences surely are at
work both in your country and in my
own definitely striving to defeat every
effort tending toward a Japanese-
American friendship. I am inclined to
think that many people, and some able
ones, have been employed to canse
misunderstandings.

“During the war the Germans worked
or employed others to with the idea of
straining Japanese-American relations.
Perhaps they have worked similarly
gince the war came to an end. That
is but natural and to be expected—of
the Germans,

#And also it 18 troe that neither na-

War Between Japan and America

Is Unthinkable, Says Shibusawg

Viscount, “Grand Old Man” of Business, Declares Growth of Hostile F
Between Nations Would Be Inexcusable and a Disaster to His People

Confident Differences Wi

tion, mot Jepan and not America, has
worked definitely to create an under-
standing among the people of the other
country. That, I think, is a great pity.

‘‘One thing Japan did which was, I
think, intelligent. This was to send
to the United Statas Viscount Ishii.

“Viscount Ishii's wvisit to this coun-
try cleared the American mind, I think,
suspicions which had been implanted
for the time being at any rate, of the
there by clever German misrepresen-
tations, and returning to Japan he
made thé fact of real American
friendship clear to the Japanese.

“No sovner were these unfortunate
matters cleared away, however, than
other influences sought to profit by
producing a breach of thad strong

America and Japan.

“Rumora which I am ecertain
not altogether unfounded became
slent that China, or, at least,
Chinese, had begun to sow the seeds
of more misunderstandings in the
minds of both your people and my
cvn.

“] have been unable to pick up con-
crete facts which would establish this
befors a court, but I do not hasitate
to voice my firm belief that what
have hers intimated is the fact.

“Just now the mischief has been
done, by whom particularly I do not
attempt to say. But surely it has heen
attempted and to some extent accom-
plished.

“It is the way of gentlemen not to
express doubta when the facta which

were
prev-
some

of deflnitely, and I endeavor to apply
this rule in thinking of this matter.
“But, although I have no destailed
facts, I am quite certain of my prem-
ises. A Chinese influence of some sort
has been 8t work to harm relation-
ships between America and Japan.”
“I)oea Japan entertain any politiesl
ambition with regard to the Philippine
Islanda?” I asked frankly.
“Absolutely no,” said the wlacount
very promptly. “Japan watches the ds-

the extraordinary genius and energy
of the Americans with interest, mnou
envy.”

We were interrupted st this moment
by the entrance of a messenger who
brought to the wiscount an envelope
strangely shaped to an American’s eyes
-—eylindrical and wvery long. From it
the wviscount took & roll upon which a
lengthy message had been painted in
ideographie characters.

Reading it rapidly, after he had
bowed with great courtesy to the mes-
senger who had brought it, he bowed
to him again, made some reply, and
with more bows than I counted the
messenger backed from the room. The
small, courteous by-play was a bit of
old Japan transplanted to the room of
a prosaic metropolitan American hotel.

“And Ching 7" I inquired when it was
over,

“Toward China Japan feels much as
she does toward ths Philippines,” the
visconnt answered. “Ws have been
rather pleased than otherwises by the
interest which America has shown in
Chins, for where Amerlcan influence is
felt thers lies progressiveness—and
China needs that above =all other
things.

Japan Has Very Deep
Interesta in China

“Japan's interests in China, of course,
are very deep. Bince the two peoples
have existed they have Iived side by
side in close geographical proximity,
There are many travelers, of course,
from each country within the other's
boundaries, and, naturally, thers are
business overlappings.

“Therefore it is not unreasonpble to
supposs that American businessmen, go-
ing to China, should feel that Japan is
trying to get special privileges and even
making efforts mlong the lines of colon-
ization. This, however, is by no means
actually the casze.

“In China Japan wishes that which
her business enterprise may properly
entitle ber to have and pothing more,
being, meantime, willing that buosiness-
men from other countries should find
there just what she may find—in other
words, that they shall have entirely
equal opportunities,

“Japan wishes to see China prosper
and progress. Nations, like individuals,
benefit through having prosperous and
progreesive neighbors,

“Japan hails with approval every af-
fort of American business men to help
China to develop. Japan seeks no espe-
cial privileges,

“That Chinese trade which Japan
wins through utterly legitimate busi-
ness efforts she will strive to keep, of
course; that is the way of business.
Beyond that there is mothing.

“Difterences of opinion with regard to
the Chinese situation have arisen chief-
ly, I am sure, throogh misunderstand-
ing of the motives and procedures of
Japan—again assisted by those infia-
ences which would be glad io see Asier-
ica and Japan handicapped by iack
of understanding.”

Japanese in Californiz
There by Invitation, He Says

It was the California situation which
I brought next to the attention of the
distinguished Japanese. My gquestions
wera guite frank and his answers were
unhesitating,

“I am not well posted with regard to
recent details,” said the Viscount, “but
the general situation, I believe, is clear
to me, and I am glad to give my views
of it, which I must be sure to eay again,
are those of an individual and bave no
official significgsce whatsoever.

*Jepan realizds that the existence of

friendship which should exist between |

would justify them cannot be laid hold |

velopment of those rich islands onder |
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11 Be Adjusted

large colonies of Japanese upop
can. goil, with completa d.tﬂmm‘
customs, manners ard religlon, ey
ably must cause early
Japan knows that Japanese do nob ey
ily assimilate American modes of lite,
“In other words, in the developmegy
of the California situation the mattey
now has reached that point g whick
each side principally sees the othery
faults.

“it, is not improbable that theps
{ have been mistikes upon both widey, |
| cheerfully admit that thera haye beer
mistakes upon the Japanese sids,

“Japanesa who are completely wyy
informed assure me that thers an
some points in the American procedur,
| which need improvement or amslion.
ticn.

‘‘Surely these two nations have mindy
broad enough, have imaginations Yoo
enough, have energy end good wili
enough to study these points on btk
sides with full impartiality ang to eor.
rect what errors need correction with.
out quarreling over things which e
ily might be remedied.

“Eventually the Callforniang begar
| to see the doubtless resl danger whish
| would be involved in an unrestrictad
| acceptation of Japaness labor in the
| California labor market, and the remlt
{was the so-called ‘Gentlemen’s Agres
{ ment’ of 1807, limiting Japaness eml.
|gration of laborers to the WUnited
States.

“But many Japanese already wan
vpon the ground, and their favorshle
economic status continually roused pew
antagonisms.

| Japanese Not Reconciled
To California Bituation

I asked the viscount if the Japansss
at home had become at all reconsiled
to the California situation as it stands.
He answered, frankly:

“No,” said he, “they are not. They
are not reconciled. The present sitna-
| tion of the Japanese in Californis is
most unfortunate, They are laboring
under many difficulties.

“The Jepaness at home fes] that
| the Japanese in Californin are belng
| treated rather harshly, rather diss-

greeably,
| “This being true, thers naturally may
| come some resentment, or at least
i some restlessness, in the feeling of the

Japanese at home towsrd Callforsl
| and, therefore, toward the Unifid
States,

“0f course, if the Japanese in Cali-
fornia commit faults then the Japanese
in Japan will not blame the Califer-
nians in correcting them.

“But my advice to the Japsnese in
California has been and is that they

| American thoughts, American customs;
that they shall ceass to hold elap-
nishly tegether; that they shall en-
deavor to become an integral part of
the life which surreunds thsm and mot
hold themselves aloof in wheliy sep-
arate communities.

“But, even thongh the Japzness sn-
deavor to do this, naturally they will
feel badly if the people of Californis
make all sorts of special restrictions
against them,

Prejudice on Coast More
Economic Than Raciel

“T1 believe, as 1 have said, that the
prejudice against the Japaness in Cali-
fornia s far more economic than
racial. But, at present, the Cslifor-
ians dislike the Japanese. The Jap:
anese dislike those who dizslike them.
That is human nature.

“In this, some think, lies a mit-
fortune, but, perkaps, they argue, als?
there may lie in it some solution of
| the difficulty, fur, they suy, it shows
| that mow there is not any chance that
| Japanese will think of permanentiy
| making homes in Californis. Thes
| argue that no man makes a homs where
| he dislikes and is disliked. They bold
| that all Japaness mow feel that they
| are merely temporary residents in &
United States,

“This is wrong. T shall tell the Jap
ancse of California, when I go back
| there, that those born in Californis are
| really Americans and must adopt the
| customs snd ideals of the Usited
States.

“They must invest their money in
this country; they must work for the
state in which they live. If they but
follow this course they will thus solve
the economic differences which BoW
give them advantages. They must :t‘:
separate themselves as they do now-

Of the action of his country st the
Washington conference the Viscount
naturaliy would make no predictiond

“Japan,” he gaid, “like the United
States, now is unmercifully purdened
by the great cost of armament. I
would be absurd to think that Japss
would not be glad to get out from ud!
der this great weight.

“With regard to that, however, 1 o™
this to say, of course: No one n:n.tlﬂl
can stop arming if all others keepituf

“If Englend, America, France 80
the others make sgreements in tH
matter, T am certain that the Japantsé
will meet them with great satisfaction:

“One of the Japanese delegates ¢
the Conferencs on the Limitation ©
Armament already has published ?h'
statement that Japan is not only Wi
ing but desirous of an adjustment "i.
the whole matter on any basis Whl
all powers may think reasonable.

“Japan gladly will sccept any P®™
gram which at once will relieve her
the great cost of armament nnd_ltl"i
her safe against aggressive tacticd O
other powers in future.”

(Copyright, 1921, by Kdward Mami
Eyadicate, loe)

speedily shall adopt American I'lII.\
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